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Welcome to Wadars News 

In addition to our companion animal rehoming service, a large part of the work of Wadars is the support that we 

provide for the local community through our Animal Ambulance service. After an extremely busy Summer, our 

rescue officers are now bracing themselves for calls about sick and injured hedgehogs who are out during the 

daytime or too small to hibernate. 

The ambulance service has been operating for more than 55 years and in this issue we are shining a spotlight 

on the work that is carried out by the team of staff and volunteers who deal with more than 1,200 calls for help 

each year. 

Our rehoming work also continues at pace, sadly with many more requests for us 

to take in and rehome animals than we are able to deal with. If you are 

considering adopting a pet then do visit our website (www.wadars.co.uk) for 

further details.  

Don’t forget to check out the back page of this newsletter to see just a few of 

the animals in our care that are looking for new homes - please do get in 

touch if you think you could offer any of them their forever home. More 

animals can also be seen on our website.  

Included with this newsletter you’ll find our latest update from the fundraising 

team. The update features details of both our forthcoming Christmas Fair and 

Charity Quiz Night, both of which are taking place during November. Please 

do come along to one or both events if you can - we would love to see you 

there! 

The Wadars Team.  
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Working alongside other animal rescues is 

something that Wadars is keen to do whenever 

possible. 

Whilst at Wadars we are not currently in a position 

to care for any birds at our own premises, we do 

still do our bit to support the rehoming of ex-

commercial laying hens. 

From time to time Wadars provides Fresh Start for 

Hens with space in our car park for birds to be 

collected by adopters. 

Ex-laying hens make great pets and while some might arrive looking slightly worse 

for wear, with some TLC they will soon start to pick up and will often lay eggs too. 

For details about hen adoption visit www.freshstartforhens.co.uk 

 



 

Spotlight on the work of Wadars in the community 

 In addition to our companion animal rehoming work, 

Wadars runs an extremely busy Community Animal 

Ambulance Service - you may well have seen our 

fleet of animal ambulances out and about in your 

area or actually called them out yourself.  

The service has been operating across the county for 

more than 55 years and no two days are ever the same 

for the animal rescue officers who are supported by a 

team of trained volunteers. 

The vast majority of the rescues that our team respond 

to come via calls to our free helpline. So far this year 

staff and volunteers have taken more than 2,100 calls 

about local wildlife. Some of these can be dealt with by 

providing advice or signposting the caller to a more appropriate service, the rest are forwarded to our rescue 

team. 

The team has just finished an extremely busy summer period with 

more than 800 rescues being completed - here are just a small 

number of those cases. 

Back in July we were alerted to a family group of swans 

consisting of parents and five cygnets. It had become apparent to 

local residents that one of the cygnets was much smaller than its 

siblings. When we first visited the cygnet was very much still part 

of the family group and had their protection so it was agreed that 

it was best to wait and see how the situation developed. 

By the beginning of September it became clear that the cygnet 

was now being bullied by its 

siblings and spending more time 

on its own out of the water. Sure 

enough when we arrived at the 

nest site at Shoreham Yacht Club 

we discovered the cygnet was indeed alone on the bank so we removed it for 

its own safety. 

Closer examination at the vets 

revealed the cygnet to be 

underdeveloped and so we 

transported the bird to a swan 

sanctuary where it is hoped that with the right care and nutrition it will 

be able to be released again in the near future.  

Rescue Officer, Elaine, was recently called out to the home of a very 

distressed lady who had an adult gull with its wing trapped through 

the mesh of her fence. After some careful manoeuvring of the wing 

Elaine was able to free the bird and check it over for injuries. Luckily 

the bird only had a small superficial cut on one wing and to prevent 

further stress it was released straight back into the wild.  

In addition to working with a wide range of garden and water birds as 

well as birds of prey, our community team rescues dozens of wild 

mammals including foxes, badgers, hedgehogs, rabbits and deer. 

Almost 200 mammals have been rescued so far this year, with 132 of 

those being foxes.  
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A heartfelt thank you to this year’s 
corporate volunteers 

Each year we welcome a number of corporate supporters 

to site to help us keep the place looking spic and span. 

Employers give their staff a day away from their usual roles 

to help carry out a range of manual tasks, and this year we 

have had seven groups helping, including -  

• Cabot Financial 
• Aviva 

• Purina 

• Southern Water 
• The Department of Work and Pensions (Chichester) 

• Groundsure 
 

We are now starting to take bookings for 2026 so if you 

own or work for a company and would like more details of 

how your staff could get involved in the scheme, please 

email fundraising@wadars.co.uk or call Henry on 01903 

247111.  

 

Image shows the team from Groundsure. 

During the course of two weeks in September we 

picked up two cormorants in unusual circumstances. 

The first was discovered walking along Montague 

Street in Worthing Town Centre. A local resident 

managed to herd it through her front door into her 

kitchen before calling us for help. We transferred this 

one to the care of a local wildlife centre. 

The second bird was trapped in the basement of a 

block of flats along South Terrace in Littlehampton. 

This one spent the night at the local vets before we 

released it back on the beach at low tide when the 

weather had improved. 

It is thought that both these seabirds were young 

adults and their sudden appearance on land was due 

to them getting caught out by remnants of the named 

storms from the Atlantic that were hitting our shores at 

the time. 

On top of their work responding to calls from the public 

about sick and injured wildlife, the animal rescue officers also respond to calls about litters of abandoned 

kittens or heavily pregnant cats who are living rough in the local community. Following a vet check the cats and 

kittens are often then brought into our care where our cattery team take over and look after them until they can 

be found new homes. Without our community ambulance service this is an area of our work that we would 

really struggle to carry out as the cats and kittens are often not initially handleable and require trapping - a task 

that our rescue officers are well used to carrying out! 

Wadars is only able to carry out rescues like these through the support of local people. 

 

Call Wadars on 01903 247111 for advice about sick or injured wildlife 



 

 

If you no longer wish to receive copies of Wadars News, please do let us know either by calling us on 01903 
247111 or emailing enquiries@wadars.co.uk and we will remove you from our newsletter mailing list. 

Could any of these pets be your next companion? 

Percy 

Percy has a big personality 

and needs a loving family to 

share his affection with. 

Percy came to us a 

stray needing medical 

assistance.  Thankfully, he is 

now healthy and full of life, but 

due to the little history we have 

on him, he does need 

an owner that is happy to be 

patient with him, and give him 

extra TLC at times.  However, 

he will shower you with love to 

thank you.  For extra information on Percy please call 01903 

247111 and ask for the Cattery team. 

Wadars is always in need of unopened bags of different 

types of cat litter, enrichment toys for cats, dogs, rabbits and 

other small animals - if you have any that you no longer need 

for any reason, please do consider donating them to Wadars. 

We have two wooden donation boxes just outside our office 

which can be accessed at any time - thank you. 

Daisy & Pickles 

This bonded pair of bunnies are looking for a home together. Daisy 

(the fluffy rabbit) is an inquisitive girl who enjoys attention and love, 

whilst Pickles is a more reserved boy – together they make the 

perfect combination!  

Both are curious and will investigate new people and the possibility 

of food thoroughly. As Daisy has quite the impressive coat, she will 

require regular grooming but she copes with this very well. 

The pair could be suitable to live with children, and could be housed 

either indoors or outdoors. 

Timothy 

We think it’s fair to say that he hasn’t had the best start in life - when he 

first came into our care it was obvious that he viewed the outside world 

as a scary place. Timothy’s coat and skin were in poor condition.  He 

didn’t understand even the most basic of commands and it was 

apparent that he’d never been walked on a lead.  With time, patience 

and understanding we have gradually begun to gain his trust and in 

return his potential to be a cracking dog has shone through.  Once you 

get to know him, he is loving and trusting but it will take time.  We are 

looking for an experienced, kind and understanding home for Timothy 

with someone who can help him gain the confidence he needs to lead a 

normal, happy life. 

To donate to Wadars you can 

do so via this QR code, via 

our website, or by sending a 

cheque to Wadars, Hangleton 

Lane, Ferring, West Sussex, 

BN12 6PP. 

Gracie 

This little lady is 

Gracie. She 

hasn’t had the 

easiest start in 

life, but she sure 

doesn’t let it hold 

her back! Once 

Gracie knows 

you, she will show 

you her loving 

affectionate side. Due to her young age, she is 

very playful and will be sure to keep you 

entertained! 

We believe Gracie will be fine with children, and 

may be able to go with one calm dog. 


